
Veronica’s Ordination 
 

“For decades, I’ve seen the Westview ‘Chimes’ newsletter pinned to the bulletin board of First 

Presbyterian Church, Altadena”-Veronica Ota 
 

For decades, I’ve seen the Westview “Chimes” newsletter pinned to the bulletin board of First Presbyterian 

Church, Altadena (FPCA) – the church I grew up attending, where I still work (part-time hybrid) in community 

outreach, and where I’m under care as a candidate for ministry [recalls Veronica Ota in a Presbytery 

newsletter]. “I’ll be honest, I never read the “Chimes” on the bulletin board, but when my husband and I 

moved up to Prunedale/Castroville last September, I figured Westview would be a good place to visit since I 

had some sort of connection. 
 

Westview and FPCA are small, multicultural churches that share a common history as Japanese American 

churches. While it was exciting and nostalgically heartwarming to see old photos of the Westview congregation 

that reminded me very much of my home church, what really impressed me about Westview was not their past, 

but their future. They were in the process of constructing a tiny home community called “HOPE Village” on 

their campus to serve their neighbors experiencing homelessness. 
 

Westview is small in number, but the decision to partner with Community Action Board (CAB), and the counties 

of Monterey and Santa Cruz to construct a tiny home community that can help provide housing for up to 34 

people at a time is big, giant, herculean, I would even say miraculous! HOPE Village provides more than 

shelter. It offers healing to its residents who come traumatized by the harsh life of living on the street. They are 

wrapped in the care of counselors, and advocates who help them get back on their feet again.  A similar model 

exists in Santa Barbara and has an 85% success rate! 
 

I, Pastor Dan, truly believe Veronica has been inspired by God’s creative Spirit, to start Good Growth Garden.  

I asked Veronica what are you most hopeful/excited about the Good Growth Garden ministry? She 

thoughtfully responded: 
 

In my journey as a peace educator and advocate, I’ve come to learn, as many do, that all creation is 

interconnected. In order for us to experience even a glimpse of God’s peaceful kingdom of truly beloved 

community, we not only need to address the holistic wellbeing of human neighbors, but also of all entities that 

we share existence with – plants, animals, insects, fungi, water, air, soil. The Good Growth Garden gives me 

hope that we can create a community that can experience the beauty of mutuality, relationship, and deep 

connection with the earth as a faithful expression of spirituality. 
 

I am energized and inspired because I already see this happening. People are being drawn to the space – they 

want to volunteer, donate, take a peek at what’s growing, get their hands dirty. We’ve already had folks from 

HOPE Village, Westview members, friends of Westview, the youth group of Sunnyvale, Watsonville locals, and 

other Presbytery friends volunteer and we haven’t even established our regular schedule yet. Moreover, I’ve 

seen bees, butterflies, birds, ladybugs, and aphids enjoying the foliage. I talk to the dog that barks at me from 

next door, hoping to become friends. The first batch of compost has resurrected nutrients into garden beds. 
 

The Good Growth Garden is already growing food, community, and love, and I cannot wait to see what it will 

become in the coming months as my position as Minister of Peacemaking and Justice for our Presbytery 

expands to allow me to serve as the organizing pastor of the Good Growth Garden as an emerging new 

worshipping community. Contact Veronica@sanjosepby.org or (831) 288-8948 to get involved! 

 

 

mailto:Veronica@sanjosepby.org


Veronica is already the Peace and Justice Advocate for the Presbytery of San Jose 

part-time, but now she’s going to be ordained (yes ordained!) to a Presbytery 

position where she will also be ¼ time Good Growth Garden pastor. (Photo: 

Veronica wholeheartedly approved for ordination by San Jose Presbytery 

Committee on Ministry in July via Zoom – it was a time for celebration!!) 
 

We are delighted that she will be in an official capacity connected with our church, 

caring for the Hope Village residents, Westview family, and our neighbors through 

the ministry of a garden. Her hope is that it will build community, be a place for 

spiritual discussions, a place for service to others, and hopefully be a place where we celebrate Lord’s Supper 

celebrations feasting around the food we have grown together! 
 

You can donate to her garden ministry or to her salary, which is mostly being paid by the Presbytery, while we 

pay a small portion of it. (Write “Veronica Good Growth Garden” in the memo, & specify if would like your 

gift to go “towards the garden” or “towards her salary.”) 
 

She will be ordained on September 20 at her home church, Altadena Presbyterian Church. I, Pastor Dan, get to 

be in attendance (with bells on) and a part of the community that blesses her in her ordination. 
 

Please be in prayer for her and for the Holy Spirit to anoint her in her in a special way at ordination and 

continue to guide her ministry. Please also come and hear her preach for she will be preaching at times here at 

Westview amidst her busy schedule. She is a very gifted preacher! 
 

I appreciate you, the Westview family. YOU, and not the building, ARE the church! God continues to amaze us 

with God’s creativity and desire to bring healing and love to so many through the Westview family.  

May you know God’s constant embrace, 

Pastor Dan 

 

 

Live and Zoom Worship Services at Westview!! 
 

Live and Zoom Online Worship Services are being held at Westview Presbyterian Church Sunday at 10 am.!! 
 

To join Westview for Live Zoom Sunday Online Worship Service please send Westview an email at 

westviewpc@gmail.com so you can be added/accepted to our Zoom live recordings and can receive an 

automatic email reminding you of our upcoming live services. If you are in need of any assistance with 

Zoom call Westview at (831) 724-6222 and leave a message. Someone will call you back as soon as possible. 
 

Guest Speakers:  September 20 – Rev. Julie Porras-Center 

       September 27 – David Kadotani with Rev. Hoffman (Living with Parkinson’s disease) 
 

 

Wednesday Zoom Scripture Reflection & Mid-Week Check-In: 
Wednesdays at 4 pm. The link is emailed out weekly. Please send Westview an email at 

westviewpc@gmail.com if you would like to automatically be sent a link/reminder on a weekly basis about 

our Wednesday Mid-Week Check-Ins. 
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HOPE Village update: 
 

HOPE Village (Tiny Homes) opened in early February and is at full capacity at 34 residents! A few have 

already moved to more permanent housing!  We cherish your continued prayers for the residents and for the 

stellar staff that is caring for them! You can also continue to make donations to help make Hope Village a 

hospitable, loving and healing place through your support of Westview Presbyterian Church and through 

support to Community Action Board of Santa Cruz County (just make sure you mention or put in the memo that 

it is for HOPE Village or for SonRise Kitchen if you prefer it to go there). 
 

 

Margo’s Closet 
Our clothing closet has been a hit!—racks of nice clothes, shoes, and even a changing room!  Many of the 

HOPE Village residents and others from SonRise Kitchen have been able to receive nice clothing when they 

needed it. Thank you, Elizabeth for your hard work in keeping it organized and well stocked!  If you would like 

to donate gently used clothing or other items, please contact Margo.  

 

 

World Communion Sunday 
 

World Communion Sunday (WCS) is a global Christian observance held on the first Sunday of October and 

is celebrated in hundreds of denominations worldwide, from large cathedrals to small village churches. 
 

Presbyterian and other churches will gather in worship, share in communion, and give World Communion 

Offering, embodying the vision of global Christian unity rooted in justice, kindness, and humility. 

 

From Left to Right: 

Sunnyvale Presbyterian Church Youth and Church Leaders help Veronica with Good Growth Garden in 

August 

 

Middle and Right Photo: Midge’s 100th Birthday Celebration: People came to celebrate Midge at 

Corralitos Community Center and our wonderful Midge enjoying her Birthday Celebration 


